VIVIPAROUS 17-1

#
Phal(hthys fairweatheri ROSEN & BAILEY, 1959

1-Family

2-Synonyms

3-Range

4-Common Name
5-Dorsal Fin Ray Count
6-Size

7-Introduction to the U.K.

8-Description

Poeciliidae GARMAN, 1895.

Dextripenis evides Turner, 1940 -(Nomen nudum)

Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico.

Elegant Widow.

9-10.

Males 3cm Females 4.5cm

The first U.K. import of this species was made in August 1979 by lvan
Dibble from Germany. These were descendants of fish from the Rio
Subin collected on the road from Sayayche to Penen by E. Schlosser in
1977.

The fish pictured is a fully mature female some 7 months old from the
Rio Del La Pasion 1987 collection by Jaap Jan De Greef. There is some
fin damage on the caudal fin. The body form of the Elegant Widow is
typical for a member of this genus, being deep and laterally compressed.
The gonopodium of the male is very long reaching beyond the caudal
peduncle. The dorsal, pelvic and anal fins are edged in electric green
with a black crescent inside. All the other fins are clear. Body
colouration of both sexes is similar being iridescent green with a few
vertical black markings along the sides and a black stripe through the

eye. Each scale has an orange spot in the centre and the black marking




on the lower edge of the body half way between the anal fin and the
caudal fin is particularly prominent in well coloured specimens.

9-Temperament and care This is a peaceful fish which fits in well with other species of a similar
size and temperament. Ideally it prefers to live in a well planted tank
with plenty of cover near the bottom. It is not particularly demanding
with regard to water conditions although sudden changes in Ph or
hardness may kill them. The temperature should be between 72 and 78
F. They eat anything, although being a bottom feeder prefer foods,
which sink. Whilst this species is a little difficult to establish initially,
once a mixed age group colony has settled in to a well planted tank, the
new-born, fry should survive without further protection. Broods are born
on a monthly cycle and the record for live fry is 32, although average
brood sizes are nearer 20.

10-Preventing Hybrids This species almost certainly will hybridise with any member of its own
genus (Phallichthys). It would also be wise to avoid keeping it with

members of the genera Carlhubbsia or Quintana.

An excerpt from a booklet produced by the British Livebearer Association.
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