VIVIPAROUS 18-2

Poeciliopsis gracilis (HECKEL, 1848)

1-Family Poeciliidae GARMAN, 1895

2-Synonyms Xiphophorus gracilis HECKEL, 1848
Gambusia heckeli BLEEKER, 1860
Girardinus pleurospilus GUNTHER, 1866
Poecilia presidionis JORDAN & CULVER, 1895
Heterandria pleurospilus JORDAN & EVERMANN, 1896
Heterandria lutzi MEEK, 1902
Girardinus lutzi REGAN, 1907
Poeciliopsis lutzii REGAN, 1913
Priapichthys letonei HILDEBRAND, 1925
Poeciliopsis pleurospilus HUBBS, 1926

3-Range Southern Mexico to Honduras. Both on the Atlantic and Pacific slopes.
4-Common Name Porthole Livebearer.

5- Dorsal fin ray count 7—-8

6-Size Males 3cm Females 5.5cm

7-Introduction to the U.K. First imported to Europe in 1913 by Arthur Rachow and Fritz Mayer. It
has distributed as an aquarium fish since that time. Currently there
been widely are a number of different populations different spot
patterns and adult sizes. the hobby with different spot patterns and

adult sizes,



8-Description The fish pictured is a fully mature female of an aquarium strain for which
the collection data has been lost. This strain has 5 spots along the sides
but this species can have from 4 to 11 depending upon which population
it is. There are two dark crescents in the dorsal fin - one near its base,
the other at the edge. All other fins are clear.
Males are much smaller and slimmer than females but make up for the
size difference with their huge gonopodiums! This can be fully 1/2 the
body length and reach back to the caudal peduncle.

9-Temperament and care This is a peaceful species which fits in well with most fish of a
comparable size. It likes a well planted tank with a water temperature
of about 75 F, although it is quite adaptable. In the wild it comes from a
wide variety of habitats with temperatures ranging from 70 F to 80 F and
water conditions of Ph 6.5 to Ph 8.0..
The gestation period is very variable, with this fish. Normally females
give birth every 14 - 18 days to small broods of about 15. However, the
same female may switch to much larger broods born every 28 - 32 days.
Young females usually produce fry just 1 or 2 at atime. The babies are
quite large at birth and grow quickly if fed on a diet of live baby brine
shrimp. Large females are prone to eating the new born babies therefore
it is wise to remove a gravid female to a small tank with plenty of cover
to save the babies. The fry can be returned to the adult tank a month or
so later when they have grown a little.

10-Preventing Hybrids The various populations of this species have given rise to a number of
synonyms in the past but it is quite possible with further study that
several different species will be found amongst those fish currently
known as Poeciliopsis gracilis, therefore, it is important to maintain the
known populations pure and to pass on collection data when it is

available.

An excerpt from a booklet produced by the British Livebearer Association.
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